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Working for Understanding and Unity

Many Episcopal churches cooperate with other faith communities

his week, churches around the

I world are observing the 100th

anniversary of the first Chris-

tian Unity Cctave, now known as the

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

The theme for this year's observance

is “Pray without ceasing,” based on 1
Thessalonians 5:17.

Episcopal churches will be among
those participating in special events
and observances during the Week of
Prayer, and many more are involved
in events and programs throughout
the year that strengthen common
bonds between Christian denomina-
tions, and with other faith traditions.
In response to an invitation from THE
LiviNng CHURCH, a number of Episco-
pal congregations shared the follow-
ing examples of their ecumenical
minisiries:

Hoboken, N.J.

For 25 years All Saints’ Church,

All Saints’, Hoboken,
participates in Commu-
§ nities of Faith for Hous-
¥ ing, which runs The
Hoboken Shelter.

Hoboken, has been a founding mem-
ber of an ecumenical partnership
that runs a homeless shelter. The 24/7
operation shelters 50 people and
feeds 100 people a day, along with
providing a number of support serv-
ices and programs. We lift approxi-
mately 35 people a year from
homelessness back into residential
living in our community.

The partnership also includes St.
Matthew/Trinity Lutheran Church, St.
John the Baptist Lutheran Church
(where the shelter is located), Hobo-
ken United Synagogue, Ss. Peter and
Paul Roman Catholic Church and

Qur Lady of Grace Roman Catholic
Church. These congregations formed
a non-profit housing corporation
called Communities of Faith for
Housing, Inc., which oversees this
ministry. Bach year we conduct an
ecumenical service to celebrate the
anniversary of our work together,
and we also conduct an interfaith

Thanksgiving service.
(The Rev.} Geoffrey B. Curtiss
Rector, All Saints’ Church.

Whittier, Calif.

St. Matthias’ Church has for many
years been the home of both ecu-
menical and interfaith work in Whit-
tier. 1 serve as president of the
Whittier Area Interfaith Council, the
activities of which include offering a
cold weather shelter every winter
with 12 churches and a synagogue
participating. We also organize com-
munity programs on local issues
such as the needs of poor families,
and bring together members of vari-
ous faith communities to learn about
and discuss one another’s faith tradi-
tions. St. Matthias’ members have
leamed how to cook kosher meals as
an act of hospitality for local Jews
and Muslims, and the synagogue
makes a point of hosting the cold
weather shelter on Christmas so that
Christians can fully celebrate our
feast day.

{The Rev.) Bruce W. Gray
Rector, St. Matihias’ Church

Little Rock, Ark.

September 25 marked the 50th
anniversary of the integration of Lit-
tle Rock’s historic Central High
School. In 1957, clergy of Little Rock
et at Trinity Cathedral on October 4
to respond to the Central High
School crisis, and the group called

The tower of St. Matthias' Church, a hub of
ecumenical life in Whittier, Calif.

the [aith communities of the city to a
day of prayer on October 12. In
recognition of these significant
events, Trinity Cathedral and Bethel
AM.E. Church held two services.
The first was a forum to discuss what
the church did and did not do to pro-
meote reconciliation at that time and
how we can promote reconciliation
today. Participants included mem-
bers of the Little Rock Nine and their
families, former students at Central
High, and representatives of the faith
communities.

The second event was a citywide
ecumenical Evening Prayer service
to pray for reconciliation and for-
giveness, where a covenant between
Bethel and Trinity was renewed, and
all in aftendance were called to
renew a covenant of reconciliation.
The Rt. Rev. Larry Benfield, Bishop
of Arkansas, presided at the Oct. 11
prayer service, and an address was
delivered by peace and hurman rights
advocate Naomi Tutu, daughter of
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Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Trinity
Cathedral and Bethel AM.E. are to
be awarded the Marie Award from
the Little Rock Jewish B'nai Israel
Temple this spring for their ecumeni-
cal response to the anniversary of the
Little Rock schaool crisis,

{(The Rev.) Joanna Seibert

Deacon, Trinity Cathedral

Livonia, Mich.

Members of Church of the Holy
Spirit, Livonia, volunteer at the
cathedral’s outreach to the homeless
and hungry in Detroit two Sundays a
year and for extra activities, as do
many Christian churches. Cross-
roads volunteers usually feed
between 750 and 850 people on a
given Sunday, and for the Crossroads
Christmas Dinner on Dee. 23, Holy
Spirit planned to donate 75 pumpkin
pies. The cangregation pays for the
food when we volunteer; some
parishioners come in on Saturday
morning to cut up 95 pounds of beef
and chop vegetables to make 100 gal-
lons of beef vegetable soup. We also
make 1,700 bologna sandwiches.
About a dozen parishioners go to
Crossroads on Sundays and bring
friends of other denominations along
to help, and the youth also are begin-
ning to volunteer.

(The Rev.) Barbara Cavin
Priest-in-Charge, Church of the
Holy Spirit

Hope, N.J.

An interfaith “think tank” in New
Jersey represents a dream of what
could be if Christians, Muslims and
Jews learned to work together and
share their common values in an
environment of mutual respect. It
began in 1996 when St. Luke’s, Hope,
was host to its first interfaith Seder.
The Seder was led by Marvin Fish, a
local Jewish attorney, and me. Fgl-
lowing the terrorist attacks of 9-11,
when I served as an emergency ¢hap-
lain at Ground Zero in New York City,
Ireached out to the Islamic Center of
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Crossroads pholo
Chwrch of the Holy Spirit parishioners assist at
Detroit’s Crossroads Soup Kitchen.

Passaic County in Paterson, N.J., and
invited them to join this interfaith
Seder,

Soon Congregation Beth Shalom in
Pompton lLakes, NJ., became
involved in what has now become an
annual celebration. The jointly
authored haggadahk (liturgy), “The
Journey to Freedom,” shares what
Jews, Muslims and Christians hold in
common in the Exodus deliverance
from Egypt story. It contains ele-
ments of the Jewish Passover Seder,
the Christian Last Supper and the
Muslim Day of Ashouraa. The liturgy
involves reading from both the Bible
and Qur'an. Readings, prayers and
songs are in English, Hebrew and
Arabic. In sharing what each faith
group holds in commeon, the sponsor-
ing congregations hope to bring
greater understanding among the
faith traditions and further the cause
of world peace. This year “The Jour-
ney io Freedom” was hosted by Con-
gregation Beth Shalom with Christ
Episcopal Church, Pompton Lakes,
also sponsoring the event. More than
100 were in attendance.

Rabbi David Senter of Congrega-
tion Beth Shalom, Imam Mohamed
Qatanani of the Islamic Center of
Passaic County, and I, along with
members of our congregations, are
now meeting regularly to identify
areas of eommon conecern and initi-
ate projects that allow Christians,
Jews and Muslims to work side by
side and address human suffering on
these shores and abroad.

(The Rev.} William A. Potter
Rector, St. Luke’s Chavrch

Milwaukee, Wis.

St. James’ Church, Milwaukee, will
be participating in a pulpit exchange
with other central city churches on
Jan. 20 as part of the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity. St. James' is a
constituent member of the Milwan-
kee Central City Churches (CCC)
organization. The CCC, as a separate
501(c)(3) entity, works to improve
the lives of people in the poorest zip
code in the state of Wisconsin. Other
CCC member congregations are
Roman Catholic, ELCA Lutheran,
United Methodist and Presbyte-
rian. We support a large outreach
center which provides emergency
services to guests from
the neighborhood; the largest food
pantry in Milwaukee; a clothing min-
istry located at St. James'; an out-
reach ministry to the elderly poor in
the neighborhood; and a ministry of
distribution of sundries, also through
St. James',

{The Rev.} Debra Trakel
Rector, St. James’ Church

Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
The Christ Episcopal Church Out-
reach Ministry is committed to
Christ’s clarion call to feed the hun-
gry, heal the sick and take care of the
poor. Upon these fundamental princi-
ples, we are a mission church that
reaches our hand to meet those in
need. In the last 10 years alone,
Christ Church has committed more
than $2.5 million in direct financial
support and millions more in-kind
gifts of time and talent. Just a few of
the ecumenical ministries the parish
supports are Helping Hands Min-
istries of Atlantic Beach, Habitat for
Humanity, a vacation Bible school,
the Prisoners of Christ ministry o
recently released prisoners, the
Amistad Mission to meet the needs of
Bolivian orphans, and through dona-
tions to the St. Mary’s Mission food

and clothing distribution center.

Carol Childers
Director of Communication
Christ Church

(Continued on page 10)
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Missouri City, Texas

Each year for the past seven years,
St. Catherine’s Church has held a
service of Lessons and Carols at the
outdoor amphitheatre in our new,
fast-growing suburban community,
Sienna Plantation. We started when,
as a young church plant, we were
having Sunday services in a store-
front some distance from our neigh-
borhood and have continued it even
though we moved into our first build-
ing on our land in Sienna move than a
year ago. It's become a neighborhood
tradition.

Last year was the fourth Christmas
that we've co-sponsored the service
with other Christian churches that
are being planted in the area, We've
had Southern Baptist, United
Methodist, Evangelical Lutheran, and
non-denominational pastors and
their congregations take part. Every
year we've had at Ieast three denom-
inations represented and sharing
equally in the liturgical leadership of
the service. Since all these churches
will eventually build in Sienna, I
think it's exciting that we're setting
such a precedent for collaborative
ministry.

(The Rev.) Stacey Fussell
Vicar, St. Catherine’s Church

The Dalles, Ore.

The Rev. Alison M. Dingley, interim
rector of St. Paul's, The Dalles, will
join with the United Church of
Christ, Zion Lutheran Church
(ELCA), First United Methodist
Church, and Gateway Presbyterian
Church in celebrating the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity. It is a
longtime tradition in The Dalles to
offer daily noontime services, held in
the United Church of Christ, where
the Rev. Karl Vercouteran is pastor.
Each of the five sponsoring congre-
gations and clergy offer a daily
liturgy, music, and sermon. In previ-
ous years attendance has been signif-
icant.

There is an active fellowship of
churches in The Dalles, a small, his-
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Christ Church photo

Young participants with their teachers af the summer vacation Bible school held at Christ Church,

Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.

toric city located on the Columbia
River at the site of a traditional
Native American trading and ceremo-
nial center. The Episcopal, Lutheran,
and UCC clergy meet weekly for lec-
tionary study, since all use the
Revised Common Lectionary in their
worship. The musicians of the vari-
ous churches cooperate to provide
community musical concerts such as
the recent “Messiah Sing-a-long.”
Wiltis H. A. Moore
Convener, Cenlennial Commitiece
Diocese of Eastern Oregon

Passaic, N.J.

3t. John's Chureh, Passaic, has had
an ecumenical and interfaith pres-
ence in the community for about 25
years. In addition to our interfaith
Thanksgiving service in November,
which also includes a Reform Jewish
teraple, we have been celebrating an
annual service of prayer and obser-
vance of the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity every January. On
Jan. 20, we will offer prayers at Qur
Lady of Mount Carmel Church in Pas-
saic. This was initiated by a group of
Lutheran, Roman Catholic and Epis-
copal clergy and over the years has
expanded to include the Polish
National Catholic, Eastern Orthodox,
Byzantine Greek Catholic and protes-
tant churches. The hosting of these

services rotates among the partici-
pating congregations and choirs from
various houses of worship unite in
song.

The most amazing result of these
ecumenical services has been that
we find ourselves ahead of the curve
when it comes to immigration and
changing demographics. We have
been able to establish relationships
with ethnically diverse groups,
including Latino, Asian, Polish and
Slovak, and are welcomed to their
parish and community-wide events.
Thanks to the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity, we are blessed with
lingnistic and cultural diversity.

8t. Johm's Church

Ossining, N.Y.

Last summer three chaplains spent
time in prisons in Rwanda working
with  prisoners and pastors
on forgiveness and reconciliation. On
Wednesday during the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity at Sing
Sing Prison, the Rev. Ron Lemmert
and I will lead a session at the
prison’s Chapel of the Redeemer
on the Lord’s Prayer as a place of
unity: “Forgive us our sins as we for-
give those who sin against us.”

{The Rev.) Petero A. N. Sabune
Pastor and Protestant Chaplain
Sing Sing Correctional Facility



